Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ASUNCI 02766 102149Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 10-13 TRSE-00 PM-05 NSC-05 
SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-01 
ICA-11 /082W 

077830 111914Z/73 

R 012036Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3443 
INFO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 

CONFIDENTIAL ASUNCION 2766 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV SHUM OAS PA 

SUBJECT: RUMORS THAT FOREIGN MINISTER WILL STEP-DOWN 

A RUMOR CIRCULATING THROUGH ASUNCION OFFICIAL AND DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES 
CLAIMS THAT DR. ALBERTO NOGUES WILL BE FORCED TO STEP-DOWN FROM HIS 
POST AS FOREIGN MINISTER. THE STORY STATES THAT WHEN NOGUES REPORTED 
THE EVENTS OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO PRESIDENT STROESSNER, HE WAS 

TOLD HE HAD DONE A BAD JOB AND THAT THE MATTER SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
FINISHED ONCE AND FOR ALL IN WASHINGTON. (PRESUMABLY REFERRING TO 
THE WATCHING BRIEF WHICH THE OASGA GAVE THE IAHRC TO CONTINUE TO 
FOLLOW THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN PARAGUAY.) NOGUES' PROTESTATIONS 
THAT DR. ARGENA S SPEECH HAD BOTCHED THE MATTER REPORTEDLY FELL ON 
DEAF EARS.. THE STORY ALSO POSTULATES THAT THE ARREST OF OPPOSITION 
LEADER DOMINGO LAINO HAS COMPLETELY UNDERCUT THE POSITION TAKEN BY 
NOGUES AT THE OASGA AND THAT HE WOULD BE UNABLE TO FUNCTION CREDIBLY 
AT ANY OTHER INTERNATIONAL MEETING. 
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